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September 20, Thursday. Had a call from Philip Dors-
heimer of Buffalo, who says he has, he understands, been
removed from the office of Collector for that district. I
apprehend here is another mistake. A delegation from
Massachusetts introduced themselves with the modest re-
quest that I would remove about every officer in the Navy
Yard at Charlestown. They presented a package which
took a full day for examination. Told them that indis-
criminate sweeping removals on the eve of election were
harmful, and that if all the persons whom they requested
to be removed were opponents, it would as a party measure
be injudicious and unwise to turn them out at this mo-
ment. There is much mismanagement. The Democrats are
ravenous for place and are pressing for office regardless
of the welfare of the Administration or the country.

Glancy Jonesl of Reading, Pennsylvania, and also Judge
Smalley of Vermont were at my house this evening, and
both, though conspicuous Democrats, concurred with me
in deploring and objecting to the hasty changes which are
urged. Let there be slow speed to make good work.

September 21, Friday. A stormy day. Mrs. W. left this
A.M. for Connecticut. I called on Seward in regard to send-
ing out the Vanderbilt with Queen Emma to the Sandwich
Islands, as had been discussed in Cabinet. Found him much
improved, but weak. Was unable to advise. Requested
delay until Tuesday.

Spoke to McCulloch in regard to Dorsheimer and subse-
quently to the President. McC. says D. is Radical, or is so
represented to him. When I asked by whom he is so repre-
sented, he said by Weed and others. I think there is some
villainy in all this; still there may not be. I cautioned the
President on the subject.

I called on Seward. He was in bed, but very materially
better. Tells me he was for a time on his feet this morning.

1 John Glancy Jones, Member of Congress, 1850-58, and Minister to
Austria, 1858-61.